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Life Course Perspective and the Study 
of Integration in France

 We need longitudinal data. Why ?
-France is a country where there are no national or local Registers of 

population . We do not have any statistics about people who are leaving 
France to settle in an other country.

-France is a country where no ethnic groups are referenced in public official 
statistical databases and studies show that many people refuse to declare 
any ethnic belonging. 

-So, The Solution can only be, has been for about 20 years and still is the use 
of a huge longitudinal database with variables about the geographical and 
national origins of individuals and their parent(s).

 The French Permanent Demographic Sample (EDP, an INSEE longitudinal 
data base which is the French equivalent to the English Longitudinal Study) 
enables the study for young foreign-born people who grew up in France 
and young people of foreign origin who are born in France. Samples of 
thousands immigrants and immigrants’s children can be studied. In fact, the 
EDP is an “one percent” sample of the population at each census.



The Data
 The French Permanent Demographic Sample (EDP, an 

INSEE longitudinal data base which is the French 
equivalent to the English LS) is the French main data 
source which identifies the children of immigrants who 
are living in France. Due to its size, the EDP enables the 
study for both migrants' child populations: young 
foreign-born people who grew up in France and young 
people of foreign origin who are born in France. The EDP 
is a census-based panel survey that, on average, 
comprises a 1% sample of all immigrant groups. It has 
information on a person’s nationality in relation to 
his/her labour market position. According to most 
scholars, it also contains valuable socio-demographic 
and socio-economic information on parents and their 
sons and daughters. The data registry was created in 
1967 and now includes data from the 1968, 1975, 1982, 
1990 and 1999 censuses. 



Demographic, Socio-Economic and 
Political Integration of Immigrants and 

their Children in France
 Integration analysed as a 3 Dimensions Process 

- Demographic (Do immigrants and their children 
stay to live in France ? Why do they stay … or not  
?  Do they have children in France ? do they 
marry ? Arrivals and departures )

-Socio-Economic (educational attainment, housing)
-Political (gaining French citizenship or not, 
electoral participation/turn-out, political action in 
different geopolitical contexts in the countries)

 And there’s a link between each dimension and 
the two others



Longitudinal Dimensions of Analysis
 The decision by immigrants to 

return to their country of origin 
is sometimes prompted by the 
problems they and their 
children experience in 
becoming integrated into 
French society. The EDP can 
be used to observe departures 
from France and the number 
of young people of immigrant 
descent granted French 
nationality. Young immigrants 
born outside France tend to 
leave France more than the 
other young adults who also 
are children of immigrants.



(For example, among the 
1970-1979 generations of 
migrants’ sons and 
daughters, 36 % of Sub-
Saharian African origin’s 
foreign born people present 
in France in 1990 were not 
anymore living in France in 
1999 (15 % for people with 
same origin but born in 
France from migrants 
parents). For people of 
North-African origin, the 
percentages of departures 
out of France during the 
nineties are 30 % for those 
born in a maghrebian 
country, and 9 % for those 
born in France. 



Partir ou rester ? To Stay or to 
leave ?

The longitudinal dimensions of the integration process has 
been the key point of my researches since 1993. Partir 
ou rester, « To stay or to leave » was the title of my 
book in 2004).

The decision by immigrants to return to their country of 
origin is sometimes prompted by the problems they and 
their children experience in becoming integrated into 
French society. The continuous demographic sample can 
be used to observe departures from France and the 
number of young people of immigrant descent granted 
French nationality. Factors favourable to long residence 
are how long the community of origin has been 
established and the length of time spent in France. A 
housing purchase by the parents and the head of 
household's being a middle manager are indicators of a 
stronger will to integrate. 





Demographic dynamic





Identities as dynamic markers
 The biographical dimension 

of the integration process 
necessitates a research 
approach that goes beyond 
“ethnic belongings” in 
attempting to understand 
the individual destiny. 
“Origin” markers are part 
of an individual make-up, 
but they interact with other 
dynamic factors. The 
approach we use takes 
account of the individual’s 
experience and personal or 
family history. 



Socio-economic Integration
 The main individual characteristics are taken into 

account ; national origin, current citizenship, 
place of birth, eventual date of the migration to 
France, social background of the family they're 
originating from, individual qualification of the 
young and of their parents (professional 
occupation, diploma).

 In both 1990 and 1999, the probability of 
immigrants being unemployed was a growing 
function of recent residency in the country, even 
after over fifteen years spent in France



Situations on the labour market and French 
citizenship

 The interest turns on individual trajectories : we consider 
that processes of relations between personal job 
situations and acquisition of the French nationality can 
only be analysed and understood from the study of the 
population that has been, since childhood, susceptible to 
acquire the French citizenship. It implies the availability 
of longitudinal analysis. More than six out of every ten 
young people born in France have sooner or later been 
granted French nationality pursuant to the old code, 
while only one out of every ten have refused it. 

 Gaining citizenship is usually regarded as an important 
sign of civic and political assimilation amongst 
immigrants, but …



Situations on the labour market and French 
citizenship

…it can also be seen as a factor of their economic 
assimilation. French nationality makes it easier for young 
immigrants to get jobs. It is better to be a young 
Algerian or Moroccan with French nationality than to be 
a young Algerian or Moroccan who does not have French 
nationality. 



Unemployment in 1999 (%)
20 – 29 years old :
 Children of 2 « French by birth » parents
Men    11.5   (unemploym. rate : 15 %)   
Women 14    (unemploym. rate : 21 %)

 Children of Algerian origin : In 1999, the percentage of young 
Algerian migrants’ sons (20-29 years old) looking for a job 
was 29 %. s 42 % of these young men of Algerian origin 
were working in 1999 (and the others “out of the labour 
market”, i.e. often “students”), the unemployment rate was at 
the level of 41 % in 1999. Indeed, this high proportion of 
unemployment among these people is more important than 
their average training level and the closing of public 
occupations to those of foreign origin could explain. If they 
are Algerian citizens, 35 % of them are looking for a job ; 
their unemployment rate during the same period is about 
48 % (40 % if French of Algerian origin).
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